HIV/AIDS and childbirth: a feminist midwife's view.
This paper explores the impact that the presence of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus has had on the care of pregnant and childbearing women in Victoria and on my professional life as a midwife in private practice and a midwife educator. It provides an overview of my personal experience and discusses how the issues associated with HIV/AIDS have gradually infiltrated the area of midwifery care in our hospital system. The prejudices and practices of the dominant patriarchal medical system have resulted in women being oppressed and controlled in pregnancy and labour in institutions that are supposed to be there to serve their needs.